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Magnifice Rector,

Honoured President of the University Senate,

Illustrious Professors of the University Senate,

Honoured Vice-Rectors and Deans,

Dear colleagues and guests,


Over time, our faculty carried different names, reflecting the evolution and importance of the sciences: Mathematics and Physics, Mathematics and Mechanics, etc. Since 1994, it is called the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science, as recognition of the fast development of Computer Science.


Today, after 20 years of Computer Science studies at Babeş-Bolyai University, we are proud and honoured to offer the first Doctor Honoris Causa Degree in Computer Science to a prestigious scientist and one of the most important collaborators of our faculty: Professor Zoltán Horváth from Eötvös Loránd University Budapest, Hungary. 


Professor Zoltán Horváth is the Dean of the Faculty of Computer Science at Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE), Head of the Department of Programming Languages and Compilers, Director of the EIT ICT Labs Budapest Associate Partner Group and Head of the ELTE Ericsson Software Technology Lab.


Professor Zoltán Horváth received his Ph.D. in Mathematics and Computer Science in 1996 and, then got his Habilitation in Computer Science in 2004. From the scientific activity point of view, I would also like to emphasize that his main education and research fields include parallel and distributed programming, functional programming and programming languages. 

Professor Zoltán Horváth published numerous scientific papers and participated in several international conferences as a main or plenary speaker.


From the professional point of view, let us mention that Professor Zoltán Horváth is, since 2002, a member of the Committee on Information Science of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Furthermore, from 2007 to 2013, he was an elected doctoral representative of the general assembly of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 


Moreover, together with his colleagues from the Faculty of Computer Science, Professor Zoltán Horváth has elaborated an exemplary cooperation model between the industry and the university, as a result of which the Ericsson Software Technology Lab was established at his faculty in 2011. 


He was one of the initiators and leader of the EIT ICT Labs Budapest Associate Partner Group since its establishment, the mission of which is to develop the knowledge-based society and the competitive European innovation area by linking education, research and business in a productive way. Its particular significance stems from the implementation of a promising initiative of the Hungarian innovation ecosystem, arising from higher education.


Regarding the administrative positions he occupied, I would like to point out that, from 2007 to 2010, Professor Zoltán Horváth was the Vice-Dean for Research and International Relations at the Faculty of Computer Science. Then, from 2010, he was Vice-Rector for International Affairs at ELTE and since 2012 he is the Dean of the Faculty of Computer Science. 


As a Dean of the Faculty of Computer Science, Professor Zoltán Horváth considered that his fundamental task is to carry on the traditional bipolar education strategy of the faculty, which provides competitive and practical skills based on strong theoretical foundations. He also struggled to improve the relations between industry and academics and to develop new and transparent models of cooperation.


Professor Zoltán Horváth has led a great deal of projects and has been involved in various researches, including the following ones from recent years.

In 2006, he was a founder and head of the project Refactoring Erlang Programs, which was launched at that time with the support of Ericsson. In accordance with the initial concept, the first prototype of RefactorErl was released soon. The project is still running and thus gives an excellent cooperation model between the industry and the university. As a result of the work with Ericsson, the Software Technology Lab was established in 2011 with the leadership of Zoltán Horváth. Today, it consists of not only the project RefactorErl, but also six R&D labs on various topics.


Professor Zoltán Horváth has made the R&D projects based on industrial cooperation an integral part of the education process. On behalf of ELTE, he was the leader of the project entitled “Development of a Service Package on Software Quality Assurance for Applications of Open Document Format”, running from 2009 to 2011. In this large consortium, the colleagues and students of his Faculty worked on two main topics under his leadership: quality assurance and improvement of telecom software and management of ODF documents in various mobile environments.


His efforts to increase the international visibility of the Faculty deserve special recognition. Due to this and to the successes of the projects led by him, ELTE and ELTE-Soft Non-Profit Ltd. could join the FP7 project ParaPhrase in June 2013. 


In the framework of ParaPhrase, supported by the European Union with more than 3.54 million EUR, solutions are being developed for a more efficient use of the increasingly widespread multi-core processors by programming languages and technologies. Grace of his support, the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science from Babeş-Bolyai University is today part of this important project.


Professor Zoltán Horváth is one of the owners of the Knight's Cross from the Order of Merit of Hungary, Computer Science Teacher of the Year 2002, Bolyai János Research Fellow of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (2003-2006) and he received the Master Teacher OTDT Gold Medal in 2009. 


Professor Zoltán Horváth is an old collaborator of our faculty and implicit of Babeş-Bolyai University. He taught, during the last 5 years, several very successful courses for the Computer Science study program in Hungarian. He also supervised some Ph.D. students from Babeş-Bolyai University in a joint degree work with my colleagues from the Department of Computer Science.


For all these reasons, Professor Zoltán Horváth is already part of our team and today’s ceremony is an imperative recognition of his dedicated work for our university.

Thank you very much!

Professor Adrian Petruşel

             -Dean-
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